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[57] ABSTRACT

Self-restrained stent for use in a lumen of a vessel of a
patient having a body with the vessel therein, compris-
ing a substantially cylindrical member formed of a plas-
tic material having a built-in elastic predetermined di-
ameter and having a memory provided therein of a
diameter greater than the predetermined diameter. The
plastic is characterized in that it will attempt to assume
the greater diameter in its memory upon occurrence of
one or more of the following conditions:

(a) adsorption of heat by the plastic material;

(b) adsorption of a liquid by the plastic material; and

(c) a change in the pH in the liquid in which the

plastic member is disposed.

11 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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